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a pack of cheating rascals, who should be better regulated, and not suffered to impose upon people of condition ; and servants are a parcel of idle scoundrels, that ought to be used ill, and not paid their wages, in order to check their insolence.
It is not to be imagined how pernicious the example of such a creature is to society; he is admired, and consequently imitated: he not only immediately corrupts his own circle of acquaintance, but the contagion spreads itself to infinity, as circles in water produce one another, though gradually less marked out, in proportion as they are remoter from the cause of the first.
To such practice and such examples in higher life, may justly be imputed the general corruption and immorality which prevail through this kingdom. But, when such is the force of fashion, and when the examples of people of the first rank in a country are so prevalent as to dignify vice and immorality, in spite of all laws divine and human, how popular might they make virtue, if they would exert their power in its cause! and how must they, in their cooler moments, reproach themselves, when they come to reflect that, by their fatal examples, they have beggared, corrupted, and it may be, enslaved a whole nation I
COMMON SENSE.
SATURDAY, MAT 14, 1787.	No. 16.
I HAVE lately read with great pleasure Father Du Halde's account of China, where I have found several rules of morality and good government, which the